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Governments ; would never be served until they
had sent to Parliament members who would
form a Labour Party, independent of the others,
hostile to them, pledged to create a new social
and economic order.
It is arguable that Keir Hardie was but the
mouthpiece of the time-spirit; that a British
Labour Party would have come into being with-
out him ; that by some other his work would
have been done. This, I say, is arguable, but
it is hard to see where that other could have been
found. No Labour leader comparable to Keir
Hardie in genius, in courage, in tenacity, in clear-
sighted wisdom, has appeared since his day,
John Burns was among the members of Parliament
who entered the House of Commons in that same
August, 1892, when Keir Hardie arrived in his
waggonette. Burns was then, and for a long time
afterwards, known to more people, considered the
better man of the two. Hardie acknowledged
this opinion when he once wrote jokingly that
" leaders of parties send out notices to their
followers when Parliament is to meet and the
fact that John Burns has not yet taken to fulfilling
this part of his duties accounts for my having
been unsummoned." He would have followed
then if Burns had chosen to lead. But Burns
went the way of the " Lib-Labs," the trade union
M.P.s who subordinated Labour to Liberalism.
He ridiculed the idea of forming an independent
Labour Party, and "privately did everything
a man could do to hinder its development/*